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INTHIS ISSUE Welcome to the e -newsletter of the Prison Ministry
NE STORYBOOK PROJECT Advisory Board of the Episcopal Diocese of

INDEPENDENT FILM NEARING COMPLETION Rochester!

MORE INFORMATION

We offer this newsletter to readers monthly on an "as request”

: —_— basis to highlight recent developments among the various

[30in Our Mading List!| ministries and agencies working with and through our members. In
this issue we feature the Northeast Storybook Project
headquartered at Trinity Episcopal Church in Geneva, NY. This is
a ministry to children of an incarcerated parent in the Ontario
County Jail.

NORTHEASSTORYBOOK PROJECT MINISTERS TO CHILDREN OF INCARSHEMITE IN

ONTARIO COUNTY THROUGH THE STORYBRNEKCTION

Over seven years ago, Claire Kremer, a member of Trinity Episcopal Church in
Geneva, NY was inspired by a project in Texas where storybooks and tape
recorders were taken into a women's prison, and incarcerated women were
encouraged to read stories to their children via the tape recorder. The books
and the tapes were then mailed to their families to listen to and enjoy while
their parent(s) were finishing sentences in jail. Claire thought that would be a
wonderful project to bring to Ontario County where she resides.

To get this project started, Claire had to cross some hurdles. Getting
permission to work in the Ontario County Jail meant working with Catholic
Charities who already had a volunteer presence in the jail. Another hurdle
involved getting copyright permissions to tape record the contents of
storybooks. Finally, there was the issue of funding and getting volunteers.
The project is now partially funded by the Episcopal Diocese of

5 R F K H VNuW Hfter seven years of operation Claire is receiving adequate
funding. The number of volunteers who facilitate the reading/taping and
distribution process has grown to 12. Presently the project serves roughly 35
inmates with around 70 family members on a yearly basis.

Claire Kremer
NE Storybook Project

Initially, incarcerated parents, both men and women, tended to be somewhat
reluctant to make recordings, but after some loving encouragement became
enthusiastic. Claire says, it helps to have a private place inside the facility to
do the recording. She has seen readers get so involved in the taping that they sometime laugh at the stories.
This adds a personal touch and feeling to the story for their loved ones back home.

Following is a testimonial from a second grade teacher in the Geneva Area about the Storybook Project:

It has been a long month for one of my 2" * U D G Hitesch at WestStreetSchool and | have one little
girl whose Mom was arrested about three weeks ago and placed in the Ontario County Jail. My
student was very sad about being with her grandma and not her Mom. She missed her Mom every
day and had her hopes dashed more than once in hoping she would come home and did not.
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Last week, this little girl's face was so animated when she came to school, | knew she must have some
news abouther ORP 6KH FDPH LQ ZLWK D ERR Kechi@&fram WeD\okh. KeH KD G
excitement was only enhanced by her telling everyone it was her Mom's voice - her Mom! - reading the
VWRU\ 6 KeleBdhd td Gsten to it. | sat with her as she listened in our listening center in our
classroom, again and again, to her Mom reading the book. It touched every heart of every adult who
came into the classroom. Thank you so much, all of you, for giving this sweet little girl, something of

her Mother to hold on to as she waits her return home again. Keep taping the books and keep this
program going. Itis touching OLYHY 7KDQN \RX DJDLQ

Mary Anne Hanna, Second Grade Teacher
Stkest Wlementary School, Geneva, NY

On Sunday, March 1%, 2009, Claire was given a Bold Women of Faith award along with several other honorees
in a ceremony at the Transfiguration Lutheran Church in Irondequoit. NY. This award was presented to women
in our region who have displayed exemplary faith in action - and if that was not enough, an independent movie
producer is now making an hour long documentary film about the Storybook Project (See the article
Independent Film below for more information about the documentary.).

Those who know Claire, are deeply grateful for her inspiration and dedication to such a wonderful project and
to the people it serves! Wouldn't it be just wonderful if similar storybook projects could be started in other
facilities here in New York State! (Hint, hint.)

INDEPENDENFILM NEARING COMPLETION ON STORYBOOK PROJECT
A documentary film is now being produced about the Storybook Project by

independent producer Linda Moroney, founder of Low to the Ground Productions

in Rochester, NY. The film production has received funding from Crystal Pix, Inc.,

as well as from the Marie C. and Joseph C. Wilson Foundation, the Sea Stone
Foundation, and the Sowing Seeds of Peace Fund from Trinity Episcopal Church

in Geneva, NY and by private contributors.

. Filming is nearing completion, with a target release date of late 2011 or early
. ' 2012, with plans to broadcast nationally on the PBS network. Shown in the
ClaireKremer &  picture is Claire Kremer (left) with Linda Moroney (right) at a fund raising event

Linda0 R U R Q H held at the Little Theater in Rochester, NY on Dec. 3.

\

For more information about this film, visit the Low to the Ground Productions website at
www.lowtotheground.com/storybook.

WANTMORE INFORMATION?
For more information about the Northeast Storybook Project , visit www.prisonministry-edr.org and click on
the Northeast Storybook Project. You can e-mail Claire Kremer through this website as well.

For more information about the documentary film visit, www.lowtotheground.com/storybook, or e-mail
Linda Moroney at Linda@lowtotheground.com.

For more information about the Prison Ministry Advisory Board of the Episcopal Diocese of Rochester
and its many related ministries, visit our website, www.prisonministry-edr.org.

Prison Ministry - Episcopal Diocese of Rochester, NY
Email: info@prisonministry-edr.org
Website: www.prisonministry-edr.org
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